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Sighting the Hilal (Crescent Moon)
for Ramadhan and the two ‘Eids

Islamic Center of Rome, GA
May 2017 — Sha’ban 1438




(2:189) Eii\j

They ask thee, (O Muhammad), of new moons, say:

They are fixed seasons for mankind and for the

pilgrimage...
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Surely, the number of months according to Allah is
twelve (as written) in the Book of Allah on the day He
created the heavens and the Earth, of which there are
Four Sacred Months. That is the right faith...
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(10:5)

He is the One who has made the sun a glow, and the
moon a light, and determined for it stages, so that you
may learn the number of the years, and the calculation
(of time). Allah has not created all this but for a
rightful purpose. He elaborates the signs for a people
who understand.
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It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor doth
the night outstrip the day. They float each in an orbit.
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[slamic Months

*Based on the crescent moon ()

*29 or 30 days

Question: How to determine
beginning and end?




Methods

1. Astronomical calculation ( s oL.4)
Moon sighting anywhere in the world

Follow the announcement of Saudi Arabia

S

Local/regional area moon sighting




1. Astronomical Calculations

* Unfounded in the Quran and Sunnah
* See Hadith > and )
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“Calculate,” here, refers to astronomy and to the orbits of the
planets because only a handful of them knew such things at that
time. Thus the Prophet s has made the legal obligation of fasting
contingent upon actual sighting in order to remove any burdens
from his community, i.e., of having to struggle with
computations of celestial orbits. This ruling continues even
should later people be able to do that. Indeed, the apparent
meaning of the hadith rejects any association of calculation with
the legal ruling.... Nowhere did he say, “If it is obscured then ask
the people of calculation.”

Ilbn Hajar al-’Asqgalani, Fath al-Bari




Astronomical Calculations

* Not permissible

* References:

* http://www.madania.org/media/articles/MoonSighting.pdf
(Darul-Uloom Madania, Buffalo, NY)

* http://www.masud.co.uk/ISLAM/misc/moonsighting/
Cesarean Moon Births Pt 1.pdf

* http://www.masud.co.uk/ISLAM/misc/moonsighting/
Cesarean Moon Births Pt 2.pdf
(Shaykh Hamza Yusuf, CA)

* http://www.ahlalhdeeth.com/vb/showthread.php?t=292655

* Any classical book on figh




2. Global Moonsighting
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3. Follow Saudi Arabia

* No basis from Quran for this opinion

* Emotional argument: it’s the center of this
ummah

* Another problem: What if moon is seen first
somewhere else, but not in Saudi Arabia? What
should those people do — not fast because Saudi
did not announce?

Saudi Arabia cannot always see the moon first
(more later)

* Argument about Hajj — discussed later




4. Local/Regional Moonsighting

* In practice, this was the only way that was
practiced for 1300+ years since the time of the

Prophet (L. 5 «ls i o).
* Support from hadith 0

* Opinion of the Shafi’i scholars and later Hanafi
scholars




Methods

2. Moon sighting anywhere in the world (global)

3. Follow-theannouncementofSaudi-Arabia
(*more later)

4. Local/regional area moon sighting




Global Sighting

Ay 8l b 5kly B L gl
* |n practice:
Not followed by any Muslim country/governed
area ever
Difficult to establish proper shahadah/news

Will cause some places to experience months of
31 days (or 28) — this directly contradicts hadith




Establishing the Sighting

* Four methods:
Direct witness (shahadah)

Witness u pon witness (when the witnesses have not seen the moon themselves. However, those

who did see the moon bore witness in front of them of their sighting, and made them witnesses upon this)

Witness upon the judgment of an Islamic judge (Shahadah ‘ala al-
Qada’)

Istifadah (well-circulated reports)
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[stifadhah R PN

When there is such a Grand-Mufti in an Islamic city to whom the mass
majority of people flock towards in order to gain Islamic rulings pertaining
their everyday issues; and by whose fatwa the verdicts are given as
regards to the beginning and the end of Ramadan and ‘Eidayn; and in such
a city the general public do not start or terminate fasting according to
themselves, then if numerous groups of people come from that city to
another and bear witness all at once that upon the sighting of the moon
on such and such a day, the fasting of Ramadhan has commenced or that
Eid was made, then this testimony shall also prove the sighting of the
moon. However, if it is only rumours and no one knows who said it or on
being asked how they knew the sighting of the moon, they say, “we
heard” or “other people have said it”, then there is absolutely no Istifadah
upon such reports. Also, in a city where there is no Islamic mufti or there
is but he is incapable of issuing a Fatwa or is reliable and trustworthy but
the general public in that city decide for themselves when to start and end
Ramadan and Eid, (as is quite common nowadays,) then the unanimity or
even the tawatur (mass-transmitted reports) from this city in this news
can in no way prove the sighting of the moon.

[Radd al-Muhtar, Vol. 2, Page 97 and Fatawa-e-Radawiyyah, Vol. 4, Page 553]
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Local/Regional Sighting
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* Based on the differences in “horizons” of the moon

* Reasoning: similar to the natural differences in the times of prayer
at different locations

* Some later Hanafi scholars qualified the global sighting opinion to
avoid problems with 28/31-day months

Contemporary Hanafi muftis have ruled that two places that do not
normally see the moon on the same day (stemming from a great
difference) cannot rely on each other for moon sighting purposes
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The Moon & Its Phases

Demo video.
First visibility at +/-18 hours of new moon

Full

} First Gibbous Moon VWaning

Quarter Gibbous

Waxing Moon

Crescent

29.53 Day
Lupar 5 p
Cycle

Last




Moon Sighting Charts

https://www.staff.science.uu.nl/~gent0113/islam/islam_lunvis.htm
https://www.staff.science.uu.nl/~gent0113/islam/islam lunvis current vear.htm

e 2017 Charts

http://aa.usno.navy.mil/fag/docs/crescent.php



Reliance on Astronomical Data
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* Astronomers all agree that it is not possible with absolute

certainty to calculate when the moon is going to be seen or
not.

* However, it is possible to calculate with fair certainty when it
is impossible to see the moon
Thus if claim of sighting is made at these points of time/place,
must be by a large enough group to generate absolute certainty
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Problem With Saudi
Announcements

Saudi uses calculations exclusively for all other months of the year
besides Ramadhan and Dhul-Hijjah

Supported by statements of Supreme court members, etc.
http://www.ummulgura.org.sa/About.aspx

http://www.ummulqura.org.sa/president address.aspx
“The Um Al-Qura calendar is both the formal and civil calendar of the Kingdom, but it may not match
the actual visibility of the crescent which is necessary to start the religious months.”

Aoyl M\%UJ_Q_MJ\ Jst Js3> LS u_e dotiagg ¢ Sk fﬁkw\ ('j.:uj.a s A ol f‘j.bj
e il i) e
Moon sighting is not widespread amongst the common population
despite clear horizons; no one can be presented in Saudi who has fasted
upon sighting the moon himself even though in case of clear horizon,
perpetual sighting is necessary.

Moon is generally sighted elsewhere in the world 2-3 days later

Phases of the moon are out of synch i.e full moon is not seen on the
fourteenth in Saudi etc. and this can be seen by anyone in Saudi.

Example: Sha’baan 1438 visibility ©¢ Ummul Qura 1438




Saudi Arabia calendar facts

https://www.staff.science.uu.nl/~gent0113/islam/
ummalqura adjust.htm

(local copy)

“...In some cases the advancement of the month can result in a
month length of 31 days which is awkward as Islamic tradition
only allows for month lengths of 29 or 30 days. In such cases
one of the days in the month is reckoned twice. For instance,
both Friday 28 December and Saturday 29 December 2007 were
reckoned as 19 Dhu ’I-Hijja 1428 AH.”




Fatawa of Saudi/Arab Scholars

Arabic English
* https://islamaqa.info/ * https://islamaqa.info/
ar/106487 (local) en/106487 (local)

* https://islamaqa.info/ * https://islamaqa.info/
ar/50487 (local) en/50487 (local)

 https://islamaqa.info/ * https://islamaqa.info/
ar/1226 en/1226 (do not
follow calculations)

https://www.central-mosque.com/index.php/Ramadhan/do-saudi-
scholars-impose-saudi-moon-sighting-on-non-saudi-residents.html
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Test of Moonsighting

* Wherever on the globe the moon is sighted as you move
westwards is it incumbent on the people to see the moon
because due to time differences sunset will be later which
means that the moon will be more luminous.

S s b e mly Gl BBl Calasd L5 O e el ol JB
35 o8 AL et O 2l Y SNy oAl B s O oy B
ch_’jJ&g_,.%jL@W}M\f\@j‘JfUJAL’J\JJ‘LSjJ.UOK‘JU (B adl Lgg 2
ujfﬁu@j;swujx .uwcu,xiutgwmwwu@jmj;ud}w;w
(o) ae gamn) . quﬁu\fdjmlbwjpujc;fpj\m;b)u s o]

... One of them being that If the hilal has been sighted in the east then this will
necessitate sightings in the west. However this is not true the other way around. This is
because the time of sunset in the west is after the time of sunset in the east. If the moon
has been sighted (in the east) then one will observe a much brighter and a more
illuminated moon in the west...[Majmu’ Al Fatawa]




ADDITIONAL TOPICS




Effort to sight

* The majority of scholars are of the view

that sighting the new moon of Ramadaan
on the first night of the month is a
communal obligation, and if all the people
fail to do it then they are sinning. This is
also the Hanafi view. Some of the fugaha’
were of the view that moon sighting is
mustahabb.

It says in Majma’ al-Anhaar (1/283): Itis a
communal obligation for the people to
seek the new moon on the evening of the
twenty-ninth of Sha’baan or Ramadaan,
and also of Dhu’l-Qa’dah, and it is
obligatory for the ruler to enjoin the
people to do that.

It says in al-Fataawa al-Hindiyyah (1/197):
It is obligatory for the people to seek the
new moon on the twenty-ninth of Sha’baan
at the time of sunset, and if they see it they
must fast. If it is cloudy then they must
complete the month as thirty days.

https://islamqga.info/en/68828
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https://islamga.info/ar/68828




“Large Group” -- =S e
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* Imam Muhammad bin Shaybani i «.~, writes: ‘If the sky is cloudy, the witness of just
one Muslim person for sighting the crescent moon will be accepted for Ramadhan. If it
is for Eid ul Fitr, the Hilal cannot be established without the presence of two male
witnesses. If the sky is clear, even the witness of one male cannot be accepted until
the situation is made clear, with (a large group of the Muslims sighting the
crescent).” (Kitabul Asal, Mabsoot, vol 2, p280)
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‘If the sky is cloudy, the witness of one just Muslim person for sighting the crescent moon
will be accepted. If the sky is clear then the witnessing will not be accepted until a large
group from the Muslims testify to viewing the crescent, not until there is no doubt of the
witnessing.” (Quduri, p46, Hidayah, voll, p125)

e http://www.croydonmosque.com/pdf/
The unanimous acceptance of Jamme Ghafeer requirement for valid Moon Sighting Shahadah ac
cording_to_Saheeh_Ahadith_and_Figh.pdf  (local copy)

* Contemporary scholars suggest the same criteria apply for moonsighting acceptability
across large regions of the world/continents




Same “Day”

Shawwal 1
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Hajj & Eid-ul-Adha

* No basis at all in Quran and Sunnah for tying Hajj in Makkah to Eid-ul-
Adha elsewhere in the world.

* Eid and Arafah are NOT connected.

* Eid-ul-Adha established 2"? year of Hijra to Madinah;
First Hajj established in 9t year.

* Never in the history of Islam has any Islamic country tried to follow
the moon sighting of Saudi Arabia based on the idea that its Eid should
follow the day of Arafah, except only until very recently.

* The Muslims who celebrate Eid are not pilgrims, and the ones who
are, do not celebrate Eid. (All fugaha (jurists), muhaditheen,
mufasireen, and mujtahedeen agree on this.)

* Prophet (... ;- & ) performed the Hajj only once after it was made
compulsory. After that, he remained alive for only three months.
During that time, the moon sighting of Makkah and Madina were
different... next slide

See also: http://www.albalagh.net/ga/moon ga.shtml




Fatawa

https://islamqa.info/en/40720
https://islamaqa.info/ar/40720

https://islamaqga.info/en/140011
https://islamqa.info/ar/140011




Based on the local Makkan moon sighting, if every month was 29

Days, 12 of Rabi al-Awwal would fall on Thursday.

Based on the local Makkan moon sighting, if every month was 30

days, 12" of Rabi al-Awwal would fall on Sunday.

Dhul-Hijjah
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur
10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Mubharram
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29
Safar
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29
Rabi Al-Awwal
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
1 2 3
6 7 8 9 10

Dhul-Hijjah
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur
10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30
Muharram
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30
Safar
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
Rabi Al-Awwal
Fri Sat M Mon Tue Wed Thur
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8
10 11 D




Unity

* What does the Muslim unity mean?

It means that all Muslims should treat each other with brotherly
sympathy and affection and should not spread disorder and
dissention among them. Nor should they invent new ideas foreign to
the teachings of Quran and the Sunnah which may lead to division
and conflict among Muslims.

* Unity does not mean that the entire Muslim Ummah throughout the
world should perform their acts of worship at one and the same
time, because it is physically not possible. It is evident that when
people in Saudi Arabia are performing their Fajr prayers, those in
North America may still have not completed their Isha prayers of the
previous day. Similarly, when Muslims in Los Angeles offer their Fajr
prayers, those in India and Pakistan are offering their Maghrib or
Isha prayer of the same day.

http://www.albalagh.net/ga/moon qga.shtml




Moon sighting organizations

* http://www.wifaqululama.co.uk/1438-2/
(Wifaqul Ulama, UK)

http://jamiat.org.za/ (Jamiatul Ulama, South Africa)

http://hilalcommittee.org/ (Chicago — N/S. America)

http://www.crescentwatch.org/ (CA)

http://www.hilalsighting.org/ (Hilal Sighting Committee, North
America, NJ)

http://www.hilalcommittee.com/ (Toronto, Canada)
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http://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/faqgs-about-morocco.html




Other Links

* http://www.croydonmosdque.com/?page=articles&view=moon

*  Moonsighting (Ruyut-e-Hilal) Articles
*  The History of the UK following the Saudi Arabia Moonsighting Decision

*  The unanimous acceptance of Jamme Ghafeer (a large group) a requirement for valid Moon Sighting Shahahdah according to Saheeh
Ahadith and views of the great Scholars of Islam

¢ The Reality behind Saudi Government Creating a United Moonsighting the Umm ul Qura Calendar for All Muslim Countries and the Neglect
of the Masses

*  Sighting of the Crescent Moon and the Signs of Qiyamah

*  The Groups that Follow the Fixed Calendars and Calculations to Determine the Start of Islamic Months

*  Wifag-ul-ulama home page

. Hilal Sighting & Islamic Dates: Issues and Solution Insha'Allaah by Dr. Salman Shaikh, Coordinator, Hilal Sighting Committee of North America
. Islamicmoon.com Moonsighting Presentation
. Islamic Crescents' Observation Project

*  Senior Ulema of South Africa (The Majlis) all agree that it is HARAAM to end Ramadhaan purely on the basis of the Umm ul Qura Calendar

*  Fataawa Shaikh Bin Baaz (Rah)

* Islam Channel Agrees that Saudi Moon Sighting is Clearly Wrong

*  Following Saudi is a Munkar and an open wrong - Mufti Ebrahim Desai (Askimam.org)

* UK Moonsighting Seminar 2006 in Croydon Masjid and Islamic Centre - By Mufti Ebrahim Desai

*  QOpen letter to Islam Channel in 2005 from Croydon Masjid

*  Fatwa for those who follow Chile sightings from the UK
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* Summary of moonsighting issues (Darul Uloom Madania, NY)
http://www.madania.org/media/articles/MoonSighting.pdf

* Tafsir surah bagarah ayah 189:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GrK5phvi 0o

* http://www.wifagululama.co.uk/

* http://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/uk-moon-sighting-criteria.html|
Regional Moon Sighting Criteria for the UK adopted by the ICOUK (Islamic Crescents Observation for the UK)
membership in January 2017

* https://www.central-mosque.com/index.php/Acts-of-Worship/
monthly-moon-sighting-islamic-months.html

* YouTube FAQ videos ****

* https://www.central-mosque.com/index.php/Ramadhan/do-saudi-scholars-
impose-saudi-moon-sighting-on-non-saudi-residents.html

° Urdu book: s <5, http://ccm-inc.org/cms2/uploads/files/royat-e-hilal.pdf




CONCLUSION




Summary

To establish a lunar calendar by sighting the moon is a command of Allah
and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (.., +.\s & L) and his Sahabah

To start and end each and every month by local moon sighting is also
established from the Sunnah, including Ramadan and Dhul Hijjah.

The Prophet Muhammad (..., s A L), always followed local moon
sighting and did not borrow the news from far distant places (e.g. Makkah
to Madinah).

The concept of “Global Moon Sighting” is a linguistic interpretation, which
has never been practiced by the Muslim Ummah for past 1400 years and it

is not possible due to the spherical earth and time-zone differences.

To avoid mistakes from individuals or solo observers, group sighting (Jamme
Gafeer) is a must for clear sky conditions, especially if astronomical data
shows there is very little or no chance of sighting the moon.

It is not necessary to follow hilal claims from far places in the East, such as
Saudi Arabia or Pakistan, since any moon sighting from the East must be
seen in the West.

Adapted from http://www.moonsighting.org.uk/en/uk-moon-sighting-criteria.html?start=7 .




Rome, GA

29t evening of each
Islamic month

Look for the moon

If clear skies, but no
sighting, then complete
30 days

If cloudy, and reliable
news/witness from

local region
(GA,TN,AL,FL) or
reliable organization to
the east of us within the
sighting possibility zone,
then accept that and
start 15t of the month
the next day
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